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ways in which the dry light of the intellect is humidised
by passion and class interest* Just in proportion as
the science is applicable for the guidance of an indi-
vidual or a nation in matters where self-interest weighs
heavily, is this injurious influence operative. In the
selection and rejection of ideas and phrases, the forma-
tion of theories, the admission and the valuation of
different kinds of evidence, even in the basic processes
of observation, bias creeps in. The study of industrial
facts and laws among a people passionately devoted to
the pursuit of industrial gains, is subject to these falsi-
fying forces in no ordinary measure.

Free competition of individuals upon the basis of
existing distribution of property was at once the passion
and the intellectual conviction of the hard-headed men
who, during the first half of this century, had in their
hands the making of Commercial Economy* It was not,
indeed, their conscious design to make a science which
should yield an intellectual, or a moral, support to the
existing industrial order; btit any one who closely
follows the growth of the study from Adam Smith to
Jevons can see that it was in fact made to yield such
support. Though much valuable work was clone in
the collection of industrial facts, and much acutcness
was evinced in the deductive reasoning from economic
principles, these principles themselves, the comer-stones
of the scientific edifice, were often exceedingly defective
both in substance and in wording, and each of these
defects was serviceable for the maintenance of the
industrial power of "the classes/1 Moreover, these
defects lay thickest in those parts of economic theory
which had particular relation to the distribution of
wealth among the different sections of the industriale of utility to man must shifte," To others*er
